HALSTEAD  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL . 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  01  HEALTH, 
J.  S.  RAL'i SON,  M.R.C.S.  , L.R.  C,P.  , D.P.H. 
POR  THE  YEAR  1956. 


To?  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halstead  Urban  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

My  last  duty  for  the  Council  is  the  preparation  of  this 
my  34th  Annual  Report. 

I have  indeed  been  fortunate  not  only  in  serving  one  area 
for  the  major  part  of  my  time  but  also  for  having  done  so  during 
these  particular  years.  Perhaps  no  other  period  has  seen  such  great 
changes  and  advances  in  good  health  and  the  general  standard  of 

life. 

Hot  only  has  housing  become  revolutionised  by  the  building 
of  Council  houses  but  the  various  health  services have  promoted 
and  maintained  a standard  of  health  hitherto  unknown,, 

Immunisation  anpears  to  have  abolished  diphtheria  in  this 
area  and  is  also  now  employed  against  whooping  cough,  polio-myelitis 
and  tuberculosis.  Modern  drugs  have  made  the  cure  of  pneumonia, 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  puerperal  fever  and  streptococcal 
infectionsboth  rapid  and  complete.  Improved  X-Ray  technique 
and  modern  forms  of  treatment  have  caused  tuberculosis  to  be 
recognised  in  its  earliest  stages  and  to  be  cured  with  lasting 
results. 


Medical  work  in  the  Schools  and  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres 
shows  that  the  health  and  physique  of  the  younger  generation  are 
both  excellent.  This  result  could  not  have  been  obtained  without 
the  help  and  co-operation  of  the  parents  to  whom  much  credit  must 
be  given. 

It  is  with  the  greatest  regret  that  I relinquish  my  work  but 
I take  with  me  the  memory  of  an  exceedingly  happy  time. 

My  special  salutation  must  go  to  Councillor  E,  B.  Parker  and 
the  Clerk  Mr,  R.  Long,  They  alone  remain  of  those  who  were  connected 
with  the  Council  in  1923. 

In  conclusion  I render  my  sincerest  thanks  to  the  Council,  the 
Clerk  and  all  Members  of  the  Staff  for  the  kindness  and  consideration 
that  I have  always  received. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yours  sincerely, 


J.  S,  Ranson 
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SECTION  A - STATISTICS  & SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  Cl?  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres  . . . . 1,232. 

Population  (Registrar  General's  estiraate)  0 , . , « , 6,340. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Books  (end  of  1950)  ......  , 2,323. 

Rateable  Value  „ , . . , £75*353. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £290.  6*  9* 

EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total.  Male,  Female. 

Live  Births;-  82 

Legitimate;  40  40 

1 11 e gi t ima t e : 2 

Still  Births:-  3 

Legitimate;  1 2 

Illegitimate; 

Birth  rate  per  1 „C00  of  the  estimated  resident 

— v 

populat ion  „ .......... . 12.9 

Birth  rate  (corrected  by  comparability  figure)  . „ ........... , 14.3 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 

populatl  on  (England  and  bales)  , „ 15.6 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  still)  births  ..........  35.2 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  still)  births  England 

and  Wales  . .... . * 23. 0 

Deaths  (Registrar  General's  estimate)  98 

Death  rate  per  1,000  resident  population  15.4 

Death  rate  (corrected  by  comparability  factor)  .....  0 ....... . 12.0 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  ......  11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  1 year)  ......  12.1 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ...»  23.8 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  of  infants  under  4 weeks  of  age)  - 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  ........ 16.9 

Deaths  at  various  age  groups  during  1956. 

(Registered  and  transferred) 

Age  Group.  Number  of  Deaths. 

Under  1 year.  . 1 

1 and  under  2 years. 

2 "and  under  5 years.  2 

5 and  under  15  years. 

'i 5 and  under  25  years,  - 
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Age  Group, 


Number  of  Deaths 


brought  twdL9  3 


23  and  under  33  years, 

35  and  under  45  years.  1 

45  and  under  55  years,  6 

55  and  under  65  years,  5 

65  and  under  75  years.  29 

75  and  upwards.  46 

Total?™  90 


Causes  of  Death* 


Registrar  General’s  Figures e 


Cause. 


Total, 


Tuberculosis  Respiratory, 

Cancer, 

Leukaemia. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 
Coronary  disease. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease. 

Other  heart  disease. 

Other  circulatory  disease. 

Inf duenna. 

Pneumonia. 

Bronchitis, 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system. 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum. 
Nephritis, 

Congenital  Ma If  o rma  t i on s . 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases. 
Accidents. 

Suicide*, 


1 

16 

1 

14 

12 

4 

7 

4 
2 

5 

6 

1 

2 

-7 

2 

13 

2 


Totals 


SECTION  B - HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.  Public  Health  Officers s- 

1*  14  S,  Ranson,  M.  R.  C.  S.  , L.  R.C.P.  , D.  P.  H. 

2.  J0  W.  Barker5  Public  Health  Inspector. 

B.  There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  following  services  during 
the  year, 

1.  Laboratory  Services. 

2.  Ambulance  Services. 

3.  Home  Nursing. 

4.  Hospital. 

5.  Clinics. 


SECTION  C - PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASE . 
Cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year. 


Disease, 

Total  cases 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified. 

,to  hospital. 

Deaths 

Measles. 

210 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough. 

— 

- 

- 

Infectious  Jaundice, 

3 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever. 

— 

Dysentery. 

15 

— 

— 

Pood  Poisoning. 

1 

- 

- 

229 
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Tuberculosis.  Cases  Notified, 

Adults  - Pulmonary  - Male  1 

Female  - 

Eon-Pulmonary  - Male  1 

Female  - 

Children  - No  cases  were  notified. 
Tuberculosis  deaths  - Nil, 


SECTION  D - SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TIE  AREA. 


Inspections  during  the  year  1956 . 


No,1  Housing  Inspections.  7*1 
Additional  Housing  Inspections.  295 
Slaughter  houses.  167 
Food  preparation  premises.  127 
Food  Shops.  143 
Shops.  19 
Food  storage  premises,  22 
Licensed  Premises.  35 
Waste  of  water,  8 
Pest  Control.  30 
Factories  (Power).  33 
Factories  (Non-power).  26 
Council  Houses,  123 
Council  House  alterations.  3 
Nuisances,  84 
Places  of  entertainment.  2 
Keening  of  animals.  5 
Water  Samples.  . 17 
Milk  Samples,  m 3 
Ice  Cream  Samples,  3 
Sanitary  Accommodation  insufficient,  4 
Schools,  4 
Water  complaints,  10 
Accummulations  of  refuse.  7 
Dustbins,  16 
Hawkers  Vehicles,  8 
Smoke  nuisances,  4 
Stall  holders,  1 
Mi lk  di s t r ibut i on.  4 


Nuisances  detected  and  Notices  served , 
Nuisances:  Detected:  42 


Abated;  38 


Informal  Notices  Served:  91  Complied  with:  52 
Statutory  Notices  Served:  4 Complied  with:  2 
Statutory  Notices  (further  action  awaiting):  2 

Pest  Control. 


Properties  inspected:  15326. 
Infestation  located:  53. 
Infestations  dealt  with:  53. 


Water  Supply, 

Eighteen  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  for 
analysis  from  the  town’s  main  supply. 
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section  e - housing. 


REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING-  THE  YEAR  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES . 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action;  20 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year • 

A - Proceedings  under  Sections  9? 10  and  16  of  the  Housing 


Act  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs;  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices;  1 

(a)  By  owners;  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners;  Nil 

B - Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served'  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied;  38 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied,  after  service  of  formal  notices;-  Nil 

(a^  By  owners;  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners;  Nil 

C - Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act  1936;- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made;  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders;  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  written  \mdertakings  accepted;  1 

D - Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(1 ) Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made;  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit;  Nil 

E - Proceedings  under  Section  25  of  t he  Housing  Act,  1936;- 

(l)  Number  of  houses  in  confirmed  clearance  areas 

demolished;  Nil 

P - Proceedings  under  Housing  Act,  1949;-- 

(1)  Closing  Orders  made  under  section  3 (l);  Nil 

(2)  Demolition  orders  determined  and  Closing  Orders 

substituted  under  Section  3 (2);  Nil 

G - Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 
Act,  1953:- 

(1)  Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (l); 


Nil 
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Overcrowding  --  Part  IV.  Housing  Act  1936 • 

No  action  was  taken  under  this  part  during  the  year. 
Slum  Clearance ; Nil. 

Imnr ov ement  Grant s ; Nil. 

Inspection  of  Duelling  Houses ; 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  House 


defects  (Under  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing  Act);  224 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose;  536 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  under  sub-heading  (1) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Consolidated  and  Regulations  1926?  1$32;  71 

(b ) Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose;  95 

3.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 

human  hab it at i on;  21 

4.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (inclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 

all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation;  316 


SECTION  F - INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Inspections. 


Slaughter  houses 

Pood  preparing  premises 
Pood  Shops 

Shops 

Licensed  Premises 

Pood  storage  premises 

Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and 

167 

127 

143 

19 

35 

22 

condemned 

in  whole  or 

in  part. 

Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

& 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Number  killed  (if  known)- 

— 

Lamb  s 

Number  inspected  305 

Nil 

Nil 

715 

502 

Nil 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  & 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  6 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 
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Cattle  Sheep 

Excluding  Cows  Calves  & Pigs  Horses 
Cows  Lambs 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  1 - - - 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  1 - - - 3 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 

tuberculosis  - - - 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 

was  condemned  - - - 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 

refrigeration  - - - 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned  - - - 


Uns ound  Food s 


Smoked  Fillet  Cod- 
Meat  (44  tins 

Vegetables  (27  " 

Fruit  (28  ” 

Milk  (14  M 

Fish  (12  ” 


28  lb  s , 

56  ” 

12i  ” 

25  " 

l6w  pints. 
45l  its. 


Licensed  Slaughtermen  8 
Game  Dealers  4 


Milk  distributors s 

4 to  use  special  designation  ’'Tuberculin  tested” 
4 ” ” ” ” ’’Pasteurised” 

4 ” ” ” ” "Sterilised” 

Supplementary  Licences s 

1 to  use  special  designation  "Tuberculin  tested” 
1 ” ” ” ” "Pasteurised” 

1 ” " ” " "Sterilised" 

Ice  C ream; 


Premises  registered  for  manufacture:  1 

Premises  registered  for  sales  21 

Bakehouses  s 

(One  bakehouse  ceased 

Number  registered:  4 (production  during  the  year 


Registered  Food  Preparing  Premises s 
For  the  manufacture  of  • 

sausage  & meat  products:  9 

" " frying  of  fish:  2 
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L icensed  Pr emi ses; 


Number  in  district ; 25 

Number  with  inadequate  washing  facilities;  Nil 

Number  with  inadequate  & insufficient 

S cl  nit ary  accommodation;  4 

Number  in  which  the  sanitary  accommodation 

has  been  repaired  & improved;  3 

Number  in  which  work  to  improve  has  been 

agreed  upon;  2 


Food  Preparation  Premises ; 

Number  in  district;  36 

Number  in  excellent  order; 


Fried  Fish  Shops ; 

Number  in  district;  2 

SECTION  G - FACTORIES , WORKSHOPS  & WORKPLACES. 

Number  on  Register; 

Power;  48 

Non-Power;  27 

Number  of  inspections  made;  69 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  ins nect ions  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors), 

Pr  emi  ses.  Numb  e r Numb  e r of; 

on  Inspections.  Written  Occupiers 

_ Register. Notices.  Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections  \ 5 
293?4  and  6 are  to 
be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities, 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

(iii)  Other  Premises 
in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding 
out -worker s f premises 

TOTAL ; - _ 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

No.  of  cases 

No. of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. in  which 
Particulars.  = ’ Referred  prosecutions 

Found  Remedied  To  H.M,  By  H.M.  were  insti- 

Inspector. Inspector,  tuted, 


32  24  3 


42  45 


74 69  3 


Want  of 

cleanliness.  - - - 

Overcrowding,  - 
Unreasonable 

temperature.  - 
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Noo  of  cases 

No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found,  in  which 
Particulars*  Referred  prosecutions 

Pound  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  II. M.  were  insti- 


_ — — 

Inspector.  Inspector.  tuted. 

Inadequate 
venti la t ion. 

- - 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors. 

- - 

Sanitary 

C onveniences; 

(a)  Insufficient 
(h)  Unsuitable  or 
defective;  3 
(c)  Rot  sepa- 
rate for 
sexes; 

v — - -- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

TOTAL;-  3 

1 
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